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Essentially an essay consists of three Major
Parts:

The Introduction
The Main Body
o The Conclusion

L) -
- 0.0 ..

The Introduction is intended to lead the
reader into the topic and clarify what the
essay will specifically deal with. It usually
consists of one paragraph, but this depends
on the length of the Essay and amount of
background information the context
requires. The introduction will contain a key
sentence (or, if necessary, more than one)
that represents the thread running through
the whole essay. This sentence is called the
thesis statement.

The Main body deals with the major ideas
that support the thesis statement. Each main
idea is presented in a separate paragraph
("One Notion, One Paragraph”) and
developed with supporting ideas in the form
of explanations, definitions, or similar, and
illustrated with examples where appropriate
or necessary.

The conclusion brings the reader back to the
purpose of the essay and draws all the points
together before making a final comment on
the result of the discussion / argument. Often
this final comment will point towards some
consequence the discussion may have for the
future or make some observation about what
the discussion has revealed on a general
level.
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Ultimately an Essay will show a progression
from a general level (in the introduction) down
to the specific (thesis statement and body) and
back up to the general level again (conclusion).
The reader will be expecting this so it gives your
essay a sense of completion.

Getthe Balance Right

You probably know that all Essays should have
an introduction, body and conclusion. Less well
known is that the blance of these elements in
crucial. Agood rule ofthumbis:

Introduction: 10%
Body:80 %
Conclusion:10%

If you get these elements out of blance you
gnerally havea poor Essay.

Important: HaveaThesis (statment)!

An Essay is a waste of time to read if it does not
haveathesis. It MUST have one.

This is something that most students have
trouble with. A “thesis” means3a personal point
ofview on a topic that you have argued for.

Often students are frightened about having
their own point of view. However, there is
nothing to be worried about. It does not mean
that their point of view must be completely
original; often they can find references in the
library where other people argued for the
same idea that the studentshars.
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